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Black  Sandy  is  a familiar  name  to  many  residents  of  west-central 
Montana.  It  conjures  up  fond  memories  of  warm  summer  days,  water- 
skiing,  a sunburn  or  two  and  relaxing  with  friends  on  the  sandy  shores 
of  Hauser  Lake.  Actually,  this  popular  recreation  area  is  used  both 
winter  and  summer,  since  ice  fishermen  find  it  an  attractive  alterna- 
tive to  the  nearby  Lake  Helena  Causeway. 

Located  18  miles  northeast  of  Helena  on  the  road  to  Hauser  Dam, 
Black  Sandy  is  one  of  the  few  developed  public  access  points  on  Hauser 
Lake.  It  is  a linear  site  between  the  road  and  lakeshore  stretching 
about  a quartermile  north  from  White  Sandy  toward  Hauser  Dam.  Groups 
of  trees  that  provide  shade  and  many  turnouts  invite  those  with  boats, 
trailers  and  other  recreational  vehicles  to  the  water's  edge.  A fish- 
erman, boater  or  water-skier  who  launches  his  boat  here  has  access  to 
the  many  miles  of  flat  water  in  the  beautiful  Missouri  River  Canyon 
between  Hauser  and  Canyon  Ferry  Dams. 

Provided  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Montana  Power  Company,  Black 
Sandy  has  become  the  favorite  lake  access  of  many  who  can  afford  to 
spend  only  a day  or  a half-day  at  the  lake — and  the  Montana  Power 
Company  has  operated  the  site  as  a truly  public  facility. 


Existing  Use  ami  Facilities 

Provided  free  of  charge  by  the  Montana  Power  Company,  this  site 
has  become  so  populat  that  overcrowding  and  resource  damage  is  a 
daily  and  very  noticeable  occurrence  during  the  summer  months.  Re- 
creationists from  Helena,  Great  Falls  and  Butte  find  easy  access  to 
the  site  by  taking  the  Lincoln  Road  off-ramp  from  Interstate  15  and 
traveling  east  4 miles  to  Lake  Helena  on  a paved  road,  then  north 
3 miles  by  gravel  road. 

This  easy  access,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  one  of  the  few  lake 
access  points,  has  contributed  to  overcrowding  as  space  is  very 
limited  between  the  lakeshore  and  canyon  wall.  Trampling  and  com- 
paction of  the  soil — sheer  human  overuse — has  killed  large  areas 
of  grass  and  is  threatening  trees  and  shrubs.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  over  100  vehicles  at  the  site  at  one  time.  The  area  also 
attracts  off-road  motorcycle  use  as  the  scars  and  eroded  gullies 
of  the  adjacent  hillside  will  attest. 

The  Montana  Power  Company  has  provided  some  facilities,  which 
include  a sign,  garbage  cans  and  4 latrines.  However,  they  have 
become  inadequate  for  the  number  of  people  who  use  the  site  and  are 
in  need  of  replacement  and  repair.  There  are  no  surfaced  or  defined 
roads,  no  barriers  to  protect  vegetation,  no  orientation  signs,  boat 
ramps,  trailer  dump  stations,  picnic  tables,  or  developed  water  supplies. 
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The  Montana  Power  Company  has  offered  to  donate  a 50  year  lease 
of  this  site  to  the  State  of  Montana  free  of  charge.  Thus  assuring 
public  use  of  this  excellent  recreation  area  for  the  lease  period. 

The  State  Parks  Division  can  use  the  value  of  the  lease  to  operate 
federal  funds  to  make  badly  needed  improvements  to  the  recreation  area. 

The  Parks  Division  has  prepared  a site  plan  and  cost  estimate 
for  this  area.  The  high  priority  items  include: 

1.  Reconstruct  roads — redesign,  rebuild  and  reroute  turn- 
outs and  parking  areas. 

2.  Control  off-road  travel — place  barriers  to  off-road 
travel  occuring  in  inappropriate  locations. 

3.  Replace  latrines — remove  and  replace  the  4 existing, 
substandard  latrines  with  sanitary  vault  toilets. 

4.  Provide  safe  drinking  water — drill  a well  and  install 
a hand  pump  at  an  appropriate  location. 

5.  Provide  recreation  facilities — provide  in  approporiate 
locations,  a boat  ramp,  picnic  tables,  garbage  cans, 
fireplaces,  and  orientation  and  directional  signs. 
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Efced  For  Fimtliiuf 


Black  Sandy  is  presently  owned  and  managed  by  the  Montana  Power 
Company.  Its  popularity  and  overuse  has  placed  increasing  demands  for 
caretaking  upon  the  company  for  which  it  is  not  financially  prepared. 
The  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission,  which  licenses  the  hydro- 
electric project,  has  also  expressed  concern  about  the  condition  of  the 
Black  Sandy  Area.  In  order  to  solve  these  problems,  Montana  Power  has 
offered  the  Depatment  of  Fish  and  Game  a no-charge,  long-term  lease 
to  manage  the  site.  This  option  would  ensure  long-term  recreational 
use  and  access  to  Hauser  Lake  and  provide  development  funds  through 
the  federal  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund. 


fost  Estiniatc 


1. 

Roadwork:  Loop  road  boat  ramp 

area , cul-de-sac  @ boat  ramp 
area, boat  ramp, orientation 
area, parking  areas, and  main 
road  realignment 

$135,854 .00 

2. 

Barriers 

4,500.00 

3. 

Culverts 

3,480.00 

4. 

Remove  4 single  latrines 

3,000.00 

5. 

3 double  latrines 

16,500.00 

6. 

Garbage  cans 

1,400.00 

7. 

Picnic  tables 

1,200.00 

8 . 

Dump  station 

4,000.00 

9. 

Signing 

2,580.00 

SUB-TOTAL 

$172,514.00 

ENGINEERING,  INSPECTION, 
SURVEY,  & CONTINGENCIES 

22,486.00 

TOTAL 


$195 , 000 . 00 
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